suddenly seized with signs of acute intestinal obstruction, the condition in a very large number of cases is due to the presence of an acutely invaginated bowel and if one or more of the cardinal symptoms?viz., abdominal pain, vomiting, the passage of blood-stained mucus, and the feeling of a tumour?be in evidence the diagnosis is practically certain.
Acute gastro-enteritis may sometimes rather closely simulate intussusception, but the sudden onset, the patient being often apparently quite well till the beginning of the symptoms, a tumour to be made out, and the rapid exhaustion, all point to invagination rather than inflammation. Prolapse of the rectum might, without careful examination, be mistaken for the projection of an intussusception, or vice versa.
The presence of a polypus in the rectum I have known lead to an erroneous diagnosis of intussusception. A digital examination of the rectum would probably have cleared up the condition. 
